So This is Your First Pennsic?

Maîtresse Irène leNoir

Pennsic is a phenomenon.  While other events throughout the Known World are rapidly growing in size and popularity, Pennsic is still the largest.  In recent years attendance has reached about 10,000 and you can usually find people in attendance from all of the Kingdoms of the Known World.

Being so large, Pennsic is a lot like a big city.  There are all sorts of things to see and do, places to shop, and interesting people to watch.  But if this is your first trip to the big city we call Pennsic, it can all get a little overwhelming or even a bit scary at times.

The information in this handout is provided to help give you a better sense of all there is to see, do, and not do at Pennsic.  With it, I hope you will enjoy yourself and make your first Pennsic experience one you will look forward to repeating.

The Pennsic Program

When you checked in at Troll you received a copy of the Pennsic Program.  This contains a wealth of information, and you will likely find yourself referring to it at least several times a day.  To help it return to you if misplaced, label your copy with your name, the name of your camp, and what land block your camp is located in.

Taking Care of Yourself

Even if you think you’re used to lots of hot and sunny weather, you might not be ready for what you’ll face at Pennsic.  Here you can’t retreat to the comfort of air conditioning, and shade can become precious.  Remember you’ll be out in the sun more hours of the day than you might be used to, so be vigilant about using sunscreen.  Wearing a hat or veil can also keep the sun from cooking your brain.  Drink lots of fluids, and remember that caffeinated beverages don’t prevent dehydration.  Also be sure to eat enough.

And then there is the cold and wet.  While most Pennsic weather is hot and sunny, it can also get very cold at night.  Be sure you have enough blankets and raise your mattress off the ground or place something insulative between it and you.  There will also be days of rain.  Keep warm and dry, and watch out for hypothermia, which can sneak up on you faster than you might think.

As with any SCA event, many camps will have firepits or torches.  Be especially careful around flame if you wear loose or flowing clothing.  And whatever you do, don’t attempt to have any kind of flame in your tent! It is saddening to learn of the number of people who have been hospitalized or even killed by doing this.

If you decide to enjoy the party scene at Pennsic, use a little common sense.  If you wouldn’t normally go out alone at night in a big city, then don’t go out alone at night at Pennsic.  If you don’t know what something is, don’t drink it.  If someone won’t tell you what something is, don’t drink it.  Don’t drink anything that glows in the dark, and don’t get falling down drunk.

Taking Care of Your Wallet

Almost everyone partakes in at least a little shopping at Pennsic, and some do a lot.  If you enjoy shopping, then by all means have fun.  But the last thing you want to do is to get home after Pennsic and find you spent so much you can’t make rent.  Or even worse, to get halfway home and run out of gas money.  So use a little wisdom when you shop, and don’t overdo it.  Many people find it helpful to set aside a credit card or quantity of cash specifically for gas for the trip home.  If you want to stretch your shopping dollar, it can also help to shop with pen and paper before heading out with money.  When doing so, be sure to make a note of the booth number of the merchant so you can easily find them again.

Use caution when leaving money or valuables in camp.  While certainly not as bad as a normal city, Pennsic does have some theft.  The best way to prevent it is to make sure you don’t leave anything lying about or easily accessible.  You might also want to get to know your neighbors so you can spot strangers in each other’s camps.  Or, if you are camping with a large group, you can try to arrange for someone to always be in camp, keeping an eye on things.

Pennsic Etiquette

It is a fact of life that the most common and easily accessible toilet facilities for Pennsic are the many porta-potties placed throughout the camp.  While many people habitually avoid these, you should be aware that at Pennsic they are emptied and cleaned several times a day.  As a result, they aren’t nearly as scary as some.  Still, they will stay much more pleasant if everyone can remember to put the seat covers down after use.  Doing so causes the fumes to vent through the chimney, rather than filling the interior.  Please also close the doors slowly rather than allowing them to slam shut.

Showers and hot water are in short supply at Pennsic.  If you use the bathhouse showers please remember there are many people waiting in line after you.  If you get in and out quickly, you will be much appreciated.

Please be respectful of other people’s camps at Pennsic and don’t cut through them to get where you’re going.  Also, if you need to enter someone’s camp, it is courteous to stand at the perimeter or gate and call hello until you are noticed and invited to enter.

Things to Do

Pennsic has so many things to do that you can’t possibly do them all.  So you will obviously want to focus on activities that appeal to you.  Here are some possibilities.

During the day you can find classes on almost every conceivable topic.  You can go shopping at the merchants, who offer almost everything you could ever want.  If martial activities appeal to you, there are battles and tournaments to watch.  Have you brought a camera? Take a walking tour with it - or ride the wagon instead.  In the heat of the day you may enjoy taking a dip at one of the swimming holes. 

If you feel like contributing to the war, there are many options.  If you are authorized, you can fight in one of the battles or shoot archery to help your Kingdom win a war point.  Volunteers are always needed to help keep many aspects of Pennsic functioning.  You could serve as a waterbearer, guard your Royal encampment, or volunteer to help out at Troll, Herald’s Point, or A&S Point.

During the evening there are parties all over Pennsic.  While some are by invitation only, many are open to all.  If you enjoy music and dancing there are several balls, including a masked ball.  If Middle-Eastern drumming and dancing is more your style, you can often find appreciative audiences at many of the various parties.  You might also enjoy climbing the hill behind the main battlefield to see how the camp looks after dark.

Whatever you decide to do, don’t forget to tell people this is your first Pennsic and ask them about what they’re doing.  You never know when you’ll find something new that catches your interest.  On the other hand, this is your vacation.  If you don’t feel like taking part in any activities, you can also just sit back and relax.
So… Keep all the above information in mind, and have a great time at your first Pennsic!
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