Tips for Chatelaines and Hospitallers

By Lady Angharad Rhos ferch Rhain

•
Make business cards.  It’s easier to have all your contact information available in one place.  You may want to include your Shire or Barony’s website and be sure to carry a couple of cards with you all the time.  You never know when you’ll meet someone who’s interested in the SCA.

•
Call your local schools at the beginning of the school year and offer to do demos for the students.  Even if only a couple of teachers call back, it’s a great learning opportunity for the kids and good publicity for your local group.

•
Have newcomer’s meetings every once in a while.  Make it a casual meeting where you can talk to some of your new members and get an idea of how people are doing, if they need any help with anything, etc.  You may want to follow the meeting with a class on how to make a T-tunic, or talk to your local Herald about doing a workshop on names and devices.

•
Volunteer for local festivals in your area.  Large festivals are a huge draw for local people and they’re usually planned on weekends, so you won’t have conflicts with work or school.  Obviously, not every festival would be an appropriate venue; something like a Tulip Festival wouldn’t make a whole lot of sense, but a generic Summer Festival would be perfect and the organizers for these festivals are almost always looking for free entertainment.

•
Have a newcomer’s table at larger local events.  Handouts are always helpful, but if it’s someone’s first event, it’ll make them feel more comfortable just to see a friendly and familiar face.  Plus, it’ll make you easier to find if one of your new people needs something.

•
Bring an extra set of feastgear.  Most Chatelaines I know tend to attract new people and usually end up sitting with them at Court and at feast.  Invariably, someone forgets something.  Better to have it and not need it, then to have to watch some poor new person try to make do with a bowl and nothing else.

•
Try to have fun.  Being a Chatelaine isn’t all work and it should be fun helping people find their niche.  There’s nothing like helping someone figure out what they want for their persona, or helping them discover their Society name, or working with them on their first piece of garb.  Every time you do that, it should remind you of the passion you had when you first joined the SCA.  And that makes it all worthwhile.
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